
      The Sprig of Acacia 

Euclid Masonic Temple 27271 Tungsten Road  Euclid  Ohio      216-731-9857 

Volume 19, Issue 1             Second Wednesday and Fourth Friday             January / February 2023 

"Building Brotherhood"    Grand Master’s Program 

 

Acacia Lodge Officers 

2022 – 2023 

W. M.  - Ted Daly, (216) 308-2572, 

TDaly@gatewayelectric.com 

S. W.  - Jeffrey H. Day, 440-449-2944, 

jeffreyhday@yahoo.com 

J. W.  - Chris Modica, (440) 339-7092, 

c.modica@yahoo.com 

S. D.  - Craig Niederriter, 440-884-1376, 

lowhorseman@aol.com 

J. D.  -  

S. S.  - Chris J. Rieger, 216-548-4005, 

c.j.rieger@hotmail.com 

J. S.  - David W. Kemp, (440) 796-6584, 

davidkphoto@gmail.com 

Tyler  - Arnold R. Smith, (440) 487-2398, 

smithar1939@att.net 

Secretary  - James R. Cogan, 440-257-6964, 

coganj@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer  - David P. Ponsart, 440-953-1726, 

grocerydude@att.net 

Chaplain  - Jerald G. Dickerson,  

(440) 449-4639 

L.E.O.  - Chris J. Rieger, 216-548-4005, 

c.j.rieger@hotmail.com 

Marshall - N. Allen Paynter, 216-346-3162, 

mrclean274@aol.com 

Organist - Stephen A. Mietus, 330-592-3054, 

hkmietus@gmail.com 
 

 
TRESTLE-BOARD 

All stated meetings start at 7:30 p.m. – 

Dinner at 6:30 p.m. and reservations are 

required, 440-257-6964 

Jan 11 Officers Zoom Meeting 

Review calendar for 2023  

Jan 27 Special Meeting – FC 

degree 

Feb. 8 FC Team Practice 

Feb 12 St. Valentine’s Day Party – 

details in article 

Feb 24 Special Meeting – EA 

degree 

Feb 26 Practice MM – FC team 

practice 

Mar 8 Stated Meeting – MM 

practice 

From The East, 

Greetings Brethren, 

I hope everyone had a very Merry Christmas and I wish you all 

a Happy New Year.  I would like to thank the Brethren of Acacia 

Lodge for electing me as their Worshipful Master for the 

upcoming Masonic year 2022 – 2023.  I am looking forward to 

the challenge and will work hard to make it a memorable year 

for our Lodge.  I also would like to congratulate WB Chris Modica on 

having a very successful year as last year’s Worshipful Master.  WB Modica 

is staying extremely active in our Lodge as our Junior Warden as well as 

one of our Euclid Masonic Temple Board representatives.  WB Jim Cogan 

is our other EMTB member as well and I know that Acacia Lodge will be 

well represented by both of them.  My committees and appointed officer 

positions have been filled with our most dedicated members and I am 

extremely grateful for their help and continuous commitment to Acacia 

Lodge. 

We start the new year with a very aggressive schedule which will require 

us to hold a couple of special meetings as well as work sessions to prepare 

us for our inspection in the Master Mason degree on March 24th.  Although 

we are technically scheduled as taking a break during January and February 

per our By-Laws, this year we must sacrifice our time to take advantage of 

the opportunities presented to Acacia.  On January 8th I will be conducting 

a Zoom meeting for ALL officers and committee members to discuss this 

year’s events and assign event planning participants.  This meeting is 

scheduled from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 pm.  An email link with the meeting code 

will be forwarded to you.   

Next, we have scheduled a special meeting on January 27th.  Dinner will be 

served at 6:30 p.m. and Lodge will open at 7:30 p.m. to confer the FC degree 

on one of our newest members.  We are very fortunate to have several new 

members joining Acacia Lodge and we will be able to pass on the most 

ancient and honorable Masonic traditions.    

M.W.B. Steven M. Grindle, this year’s Grand Master, has asked that we try 

to fill all parts of the degree with our own members.  This includes the 

Fellow Craft team as well.  It has been a few years since we had a complete 

F. C. team participate in the Master Mason Degree so we have our work cut 

out for us.  Our first F. C. team practice is scheduled for February 8th starting 

at 6:30 p.m. where dinner will be served.  This will be an informal meeting 

to practice F. C. team parts only, although we could use filling and learning 

the other parts as well and ALL members are welcome and encouraged to  
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stop by and help or just enjoy fellowship and a nice 

meal.  Pizza, salad and refreshments are on the menu. 

February 12th we will celebrate Valentine’s Day with 

a dinner at Mitchell’s Fish House Restaurant.  Dinner 

begins at 4:00 p.m.  We will also have a fun board 

game activity after dinner.  The private room can 

accommodate only 50, so the tickets will be on a first 

come first served basis.  RSVP by February 1st 

required, $10.00 per person and is for members and 

their significant others only.  If we have available 

seats after this date, we may open it up to others at 

$15.00 per person. 

We will host another special meeting on February 

24th to confer the EA degree on one of our newest 

candidates who has been waiting patiently for this 

opportunity.  As most of you know, we had this 

degree scheduled for December 23rd, but had to 

cancel due to many members having other 

commitments and inclement weather.  We are 

looking forward to this opportunity and hope you 

will support our Lodge in our commitments to our 

new members. 

In an effort to prepare Acacia for inspection I have 

scheduled another informal meeting on Sunday, 

February 26th to fine tune the F. C. team.  This will 

be a short practice starting with lunch at 1:00 p.m.  

and ending as soon as possible.  Currently, we are 

short members to help in the F.C. team and hope that 

with these practices we can solicit help and assemble 

a complete team.  Please consider helping this year. 

March 8th is our first stated meeting of the year, and 

we will be conferring the MM degree in its entirety 

in preparation of our inspection.  Dinner will be 

served at 6:30 p.m. and Lodge will open at the 

regularly stated time.  WB Rieger, Acacia’s LEO will 

note any issues and address them afterwards. 

March 24th is Acacia’s inspection night.  Tuxes are 

required.  We will open Lodge at 5:30 p.m. and 

confer the 1st section of the MM degree.  We will 

break for dinner at 6:30 p.m. and return to the Lodge 

to complete the degree at 7:30 p.m.   

Please see the Trestle board for April events. 

Stay well and stay safe, 

Warmest Regards – Fraternally Submitted, 

WB Ted Daly  

 

Greetings from the West 

Dear Brethren, 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Holiday experience 

this year in spite of the weather.  Sharing time with 

family and friends is the best.  For example, you can 

tell from the pictures I took at the Lodge Christmas 

party, that a good time was had by all.  (see photos 

below) 

As your Senior Warden, I want you all to know that 

my plan going forward is to support our Worshipful 

Master, WB Ted Daly, PM any way I can. Also, 

please know I feel honored that you voted for me as 

your SW and I will work hard to make our Lodge the 

best ever. 

Happy New Year!! 

Peace,  

Jeffrey H. Day, Senior Warden 
 

 
In Memoriam 

Brother    Passed 

Jonathan S. Burton  12-05-2022 

Joseph A. Jambor   12-13-2022 

Judson B. Cooper   11-16-2021 

They rest from their labors 
 

 

From the South 

Greetings Brethren, 

It’s a great time to be a Mason, and even a better time 

to be a part of Acacia Lodge #651.  The Officers and 

Brethren are excited for the upcoming year under the 

leadership of WB Ted. Daly.  W.B. Daly has many 

events planned for his year and Acacia Lodge is 

continuing to make good men better through the 

teachings of freemasonry. 

If you would like to get out to a meeting and are 

unable to do so feel free to reach out to me (440-339-

7092) and we will make arrangements to get you to 

one of our special events or into Lodge for a stated 

meeting.  I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

Fraternally, 

Christopher Modica 
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Masonic Word Search 

 

NewYear  Franklin 

Martin  Luther 

King  Groundhog 

Valentine  Presidents 

Holidays  Almsgiving 

Benediction  Bigotry 

Cardinal  Virtues 

Cedar  Lebanon 

Darkness  Light 

Joppa  Fortitude 

Harodim   

 

Palindromes - a word, line, verse, number, sentence, 

etc., reading the same backward as forward. 

Racecar   Dammit, I’m mad 

Never odd or even  Abba 

Bib    Civic 

Deified   Detartrated 

Dewed   Eve 

Hannah   Rotavator 

Sagas   Sis 

Solos   Stats 

Tattarrattat   Never odd or even 

Madam, I’m Adam   

 

Dentists have recommended that 

a toothbrush be kept at least six (6) feet away 

from a toilet to avoid airborne particles 

resulting from the flush. 

(I keep my toothbrush in the living room now!) 

Masonic Calendar Timelines 

Craft 

Masons 

Scottish 

Rite 

Royal & 

Select 

Masters 

Royal 

Arch 

Knights 

Templar 

Present 

Day 

B.C.E. 

4000 

B.C.E. 

3760 
B.C.E. 

1000 

B.C.E. 

530 

C.E. 

1118 

C.E. 

2010 

A Masonic calendar is based upon the date of an 

event or a beginning.  

Craft Masons and different appendant bodies within 

Freemasonry utilize different Masonic calendars to 

celebrate an historical inception date such as the 

creation of the world or an historical event specific 

to that Masonic order or body. 

These dates are used upon official Freemason 

documents. 

The historical dates are symbolic of new beginnings, 

and should not be misconstrued as Freemasons 

believing that there was a Masonic lodge in the 

Garden of Eden. 

Symbolically, they connect the creation of physical 

light in the universe with the birth of Masonic 

spiritual and intellectual light in the candidate. 

The only idea intended to be conveyed is that the 

principles of Freemasonry are as old as the existence 

of the world. 

It is the spirit of the institution of Freemasonry which 

brings a candidate from intellectual darkness to 

intellectual light. 

Each of the "Mason" calendars begin with the word, 

Anno. 

In the Latin language, Anno means In the Year of.  

The English word, annual, is derived from the Latin 

word, anno. 

C.E. means Common Era, (Christians sometimes 

call it the Christian Era) 

B.C.E. or B.C. means Before Common Era 

(from “The Masonic Lodge of Education” website) 

If you are interested in learning more about the 

various calendar timelines, you will have to seek this 

knowledge for yourself. 

My wife thinks I’m too nosy.  At least that’s what she 

wrote in her diary. 
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Christmas Party 2022 

On December 17th Acacia Lodge held it’s annual 

Christmas party at the Euclid Masonic Temple where 

everyone had a great time enjoying food (sub-

sandwiches, pizza, Chick-fil-A, deserts, and drinks) 

friendship, entertainment by Rick Smith, Jr., a 

balloon artist, and Santa. 

 

 

Gavin and Caiden Paynter The Modica Family – Kristi, 

WB Chris Modica, Antonio, 

Marchello & Addison 

Niceo Modica Bella Nocera 

Bro. Healey and Mickey The Elliott clan – Keera, 

Bro. Elliott, Caley 

The Paynter family from left to right Chris & Mike 

Paynter, their sons Caiden and Gavin (note big guy in 

yellow not part of the Paynters), Lady Linda & WB Al 

Paynter. 

Our most recent Past Master Christopher Modica and our 

current Worshipful Master Ted A. Daly 
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Wor. Master Ted Daly, Lady Linda and W.B. Paynter 

Wor. Bro. Ponsart, Wor. Bro. Cogan, Bro. Smith 

and Lady Jacqueline 

Our Junior Deacon and friends 

Bro. Andrew Wright, Lady Aly and the newest 

addition to our lodge Oliver.  

Bro. Rev. Weller, Lady Weller and his charming 

family. 
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The Paynter Clan 

Wor. Bro. Mark Novak and his Father Matt Novak 

Everyone is enjoying good food and friends. 

Good conversation and Fellowship for all! 

All photos taken by Bro. Jeff Day, Thank You! 
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Happy New Year? 

“Whatever has happened - that's what will happen 

again.  Whatever has occurred - that's what will 

occur again.  There's nothing new under the sun.”  

Ecclesiastes 1-9 

“New” is an adjective that is much used in our 

language and culture.  The word “new” brings with 

it the expectation of “better” and “improved”.  It 

carries the hopes of a fresh start and the possibility 

of avoiding some past mistakes.  We celebrate new 

things - new technology, new appointments, new 

books and new arrangements.  This is the hope we 

have as we enter the new year.  However, our 

cultural norms are not new as evidence by our 

inability to cope with the same ills of society we 

faced last year and the year before.  

The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us of someone 

who has left youth behind.  And we find in his 

words “There’s nothing new under the sun” 

wondering about the nature of newness.  I would 

say that there is hope particularly when we look for 

the newness in the old; we may discover something 

we have never seen before.  For instance, just as the 

words of our Masonic Rituals and charges, although 

archaic reveal something new when we study them 

given the right lens.  

Perhaps Rev. Judy Fentress-Williams said it best, 

“in this new year, we may look upon the old with 

new eyes and find opportunities for renewed 

purpose in old things”.   

Associate Chaplain Rev. Richard Weller. 

 

 

 

King Solomon's Temple 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King Solomon's Temple is a biblical structure built 

in Jerusalem during the reign of King Solomon. 

King Solomon's Temple, here after simply called the 

Temple or the First Temple, is believed to have been 

built sometime around the 9th or 10th century B.C.E.  

Most of the details known about the Temple come 

from the Hebrew Bible or Old Testament. 

The dimensions of the Temple are given in cubits.  A 

cubit is roughly the distance from the tip of your 

middle finger to the base of the elbow.  In fact the 

word cubit in English comes from the Latin word 

cubitu which means elbow.  The Temple is described 

as being 20 cubits wide, 60 cubits long and 30 cubits 

high.  It consisted of three areas inside the structure 

and two courts which surrounded the Temple where 

priests and others assembled for prayer.  There were 

also chambers built on the south, west and north side 

of the Temple.  The chambers were believed to be for 

storage of some kind. 

The three inside areas of the Temple consisted of the 

Porch or Vestibule, the Holy Place or Great House 

and the Holy of Holies or Inner House. 

The Porch is described as 20 cubits in width with two 

great pillars standing on either side of the porch.  It 

was 10 cubits deep.  The Porch is stated to have been 

120 cubits high. It is unclear by the descriptions 

given in the Bible whether a wall separated the Porch 

from the Great House. 

The Great House was 30 cubits high, 40 cubits in 

length and 20 cubits in width.  The walls were 

wooden and covered in gold.  They had carvings of 

palm trees, flowers in bloom and cherubim. 

The final and most sacred portion of the Temple was 

the Holy of Holies, the inner most room of the 

Temple.  The room is described as being a perfect 

Artists rendering of Solomon's Temple 
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cube, 20 cubits in width height and length.  The 

discrepancy of the missing 10 cubits from the height 

has been explained by the belief the Holy of Holies 

was actually elevated and there was a space 

underneath.  The Holy of Holies is believed to have 

contained all of the sacred relics of the time.  This 

included the seven branched candlestick and more 

importantly the Ark of the Covenant. 

There is no archaeological evidence the Temple ever 

existed.  Most scholars agree it did exist and when, 

roughly, it was built.  There has been no real 

excavation of the Temple Mount since the late 

1800's.  This is due to the religious conflicts existing 

in the region. 

For Freemasonry Solomon's Temple has become a 

metaphor for the building up of the individual into a 

better person and member of society.  The stones 

used in the building of the Temple become 

metaphors for the good deeds and knowledge one 

gains in life and through positive life experiences. 

From Today in Masonic History  

 

 

"An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 

cure" 

Benjamin Franklin introduced this saying, but he 

was talking about fire prevention.  But the intent 

holds true for physical health.  Prevention is much 

easier than cleaning up a mess (or curing an illness) 

after the fact.  While Franklin’s expression wasn’t 

medical in nature, doctors will no doubt nod 

appreciatively at the sentiment.  Many medical 

studies have supported the importance of getting 

enough rest, eating a healthy diet, and engaging in 

exercise to minimize short-term illness and chronic 

disease. 

Lodge Welcome to Ladies 

We acknowledge countless blessings 

From the Bounteous Hand above; 

Our bond was first cemented 

By Divine assent and love; 

We are grateful, truly grateful, 

For all gifts He doth bestow, 

But our warmest thanks are given -- 

Shall I say the word? -- for you. 

The woes of life are many, 

Thronging dark on every side, 

In tears, and sighs, and broken hearts, 

And sorrows far and wide; 

The Mason's hand is generous, 

But most freely we bestow, 

When the appeal is made us -- 

Shall I say the word? -- by you. 

Our brotherhood is countless, 

From the East unto the West; 

In every land, and clime, and tongue, 

They range among the best; 

And every man a hundred miles 

On frosty sod will go, 

To give you help, or win a smile -- 

Shall I say the word? -- from you. 

Then hail! Adoptive Masonry, 

That brings us here together; 

May manly arms 'round lovely forms 

Protect from stormy weather; 

And when, adown the hill of life, 

Our tottering feet shall go, 

May our weary steps be comforted -- 

Shall I say the word? -- by you. 

by Robert Morris 
 

 

Origins of State Names 

Alabama – comes from the Choctaw word albah 

amo meaning thicket-clearers or plant cutters. 

Alaska – has ties to the Aleuts and the Russians, with 

the words alaxsxaq and Аляска, respectively, 

essentially meaning mainland. 

Arizona – has ancient roots as the Uto-Aztecan word 

ali sona-g, which was adopted by the Spaniards as 

Arizonac, meaning good oaks. 

Arkansas – is the French pronunciation of an 

Algonquin name for the Quapaw people, akansa. 
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True Stories and Events 

The Cup of Brotherly Love 

On September 7, 1929, after rising his son Brother 

Norman B. Hickox, Master of Events Lodge No. 524, 

Illinois, formally presented a beautiful silver cup to 

the lodge. He also presented a book of travel and a 

specially prepared carrying case. The cup was to be 

sent on a journey, traveling always from West to East 

by land sea or air, and always in the custody of a 

Master Mason. 

On November 19, 1929, the book and cup were taken 

to Ashlar Lodge No. 308 in Chicago to start the 

journey. The book recorded the places and 

circumstances of each visit of the cup. 

On the journey the cup was received by more that 

150 host lodges. It touched places all over the world. 

On May 24, 1958, a homecoming celebration was 

held at Evans Lodge to commemorate the return of 

the cup to the lodge. The Cup of Brotherly Love, an 

illustrated account of this odyssey, was published by 

the Masonic Service Association in 1959. 

Lodge in Two Countries 

At one time Golden Rule Lodge No. 5 of Stanstead, 

Canada, occupied a lodge room which was bisected 

by the boundary between Canada and the United 

States. It had entrances from the Vermont and 

Canadian sides; the membership of the lodge 

consisted of men from both sides of the border. 

An Irish Message on Stone 

In 1860, at Limerick, Ireland, there was found in a 

small chapel a stone dated 1517 with the following 

inscription: 

"I will serve to live with love and care, Upon the 

level, by the square." 

The Statue of Liberty and Freemasonry 

The famous Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor 

was designed by a Frenchman, Frederick A. 

Bartholdi, a Freemason. The Grand Lodge of New 

York laid the cornerstone with masonic ceremonies 

on August 5, 1885. 

Freemasons in the Air 

On his famous solo flight over the Atlantic in 1927 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh wore the square and 

compasses on his jacket as a good luck emblem.  He 

was a Mason at the time. 

When Bernt Balchen, explorer and air pioneer, flew 

over the North Pole and the South Pole with Brother 

Richard E. Byrd, they dropped Masonic flags on both 

Poles.  In the 1933-35 expedition over the South 

Pole, Brother Balchen also tossed his Shrine fez on 

the Pole. 

Leroy Gordon Cooper, Jr., famous astronaut, on his 

22 orbit flight carried a Masonic coin in his pocket as 

well as a blue Masonic flag which he later presented 

to his mother lodge, Carbondale No. 82, Carbondale, 

Colorado. 

On August 23, 1879, Lodge No. 239 of France held 

a meeting in a balloon flying over Paris, at which 

time a Brother was initiated. 

The inventors of the first balloon were Joseph 

Montgolfier, Michel Montgolfier, and Jacques 

Etielle; all were members of the Nine Sisters Lodge 

in France. 

Brother Eddie Rickenbacker, World War I air ace, 

was a devoted Mason for many years. 

 

 

 

“Believe in yourself! Have faith in your abilities! 

Without a humble but reasonable confidence in 

your own powers you cannot be successful or 

happy.” - Norman Vincent Peale 

“Do the difficult things while they are easy and do 

the great things while they are small. A journey of a 

thousand miles must begin with a single step.” -  

Lao Tzu 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/norman-vincent-peale-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/lao-tzu-quotes
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TRESTLE-BOARD  

Tear off and post on your refrigerator! 

All stated meetings start at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise indicated – Dinner is provided before each 

meeting at 6:30 p.m. and reservations are required.  Please call James Cogan, 440-257-6964. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James R. Cogan 

6130 Thistlewood Drive  

Mentor, OH  44060 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

Wednesday January 8, 2023 Zoom Meeting – Officer's & Committee Members to discuss 

this year’s events in the Lodge and outside the Lodge. 

Friday January 27, 2023 Special Meeting to confer the FC degree  

Wednesday February 8, 2023 FC Team Practice Walking parts only, Dinner 6:30 p.m.   

Sunday February 12, 2023 Valentine’s Day Dinner Celebration at Mitchell's Fish 

House – 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday February 24, 2023 Stated Meeting MM Degree Practice (Full Degree) 

Sunday February 26, 2023 1:00 p.m. – FC Team Practice Walking parts only - Lunch 

included 

Wednesday March 8, 2023 Stated Meeting MM Degree Practice (Full Degree) 

Friday March 24, 2023 Stated Meeting – Inspection MM Degree 5:30 p.m. 


